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FOREWORD

To a people that is community conscious it may come as a surprise to
know that the term "Community Development” was first used as recent as
the 1850's and then by the United Nations referring to the under-
developed parts of the world. It didn’t take it long to reach
Glencorrib so that by the 1970's it was household terminology and it
was clearly evident in the day to day life of the Community, e.g.

it's Water Scheme, Community Centre, Burial Ground (now a Grade A
National Monument) and it's most recent achievement = it's Sportsfield.

The Sportsfield consists of a full size G.A.A. Pitch, Changing Rooms,
Showers, Toilets, Car Parking Space and 'a shop'. It covers an area
of approximately 5 acres and it was purchased from the Land Commission
on February 22nd, 1880 and paid for by the Community a few days later.
This was the only direct levy and it consisted of £12 per household.
Because of the rocky nature of the ground reclaiming it was a pretty
daunting task and it began on June 18th, 1980. Later thousands of
tons of turf dust and soil were brought on to the field and on

August 26th, 1980 was seeded.

We were very fortunate indeed that ANCO came to our assistance and on
March 2nd, 1981 local labour was employed and work began on the walls,
dressing-rooms etc. and reached completion on June 5th, 1981.

There were two main Fund Raising events which financially proved very
successful:
(1) The Mayor of Glencorrib - which was won by Johnny Petty,
Ballysnahina, and
(2) A Twenty Weeks Draw.
There was also an Environmental Grant from Councillor Jack Heneghan
and a Local Improvements Grant from Councillor Michael Raftery.

We are confident too of obtaining an Amenity Grant from Mayo County
Council.

Wonderful though all this was, the field would never be what it is

today only for the Voluntary Work of the Community and in this development
they take pride of place - men, women and children worked tirelessly

on this field and every organisation and association in the Community
contributed financially towards it’'s development.



It richly deserves the name GLENCORRIB COMMUNITY SPORTSFIELD.

Long may the people continue to use it and it’'s facilities as a
Sportsfield and may God continue to give success to the work of
our hands.

My sincere thanks to everyone who helped in this project.

"Ni neart go chur le cheile”.

Rev. C. 0'Connor CC.

TRUSTEES

Cormac Duffy

Michael Murphy

Pete ﬁayé

Michael Naughton

Rev. Christy 0’'Connor
John Petty

Michael Sweensy



1. GLEMNCORRIB SPORTS

To many of the younger generation Sports-Day in Glencorrib now means -
so many trophies to be won, gold, silver and bronze - the track
surrounded with cars and scooters. Few realise that the "Sports have
been held continuously for fifty years. HNo sniked shoes or brightly
coloured track-suits were worn in those earlier years.

Many still recall those first Glencorrib Sports, i“ichael Naughton
(Rostaff) was cate-man for years, and he was not easily passed as he
had an eagle eye for those who might jump the wall. The Sports were
usually held in Petty's field, but were also held in Moran's field
and on one occasion in Ballycurrin Demesne, where a regatta was also
held in nearby Loch Corrib.

The "Hawkers", mostly from Tuam, were the first arrivals on the field
on Sports-Day. They set up their stalls and dispnlayed fruit, sweets
and minerals. People still remember the 1ittle man from Tuam who
played "Loop the Loop" with leather strap and pencil, or a tea-chest,
covered with a black shawl and rows of silver coins, to be won by
lucky ringthrowers. A Licensed Tent was also usually on the field.

Events were for boys and men only, as women rarely took part and
certainly didn't "tog-out” in those days. Bicycle races were very
popular and the Sports drew competitors from a wide area. Among the
great cyclists still spoken of are, the Mannions of Laught, Tommy
Cavanagh (Corrandulla), Med Rodgers (Kilmaine) and local man Jackie
Sullivan. On a few occasions a bicycle race becan in Headford and
finished with a few laps of the Sportsfield to the cheers of the
excitec crowd.

Clay-Bird shooting was also an interestina event in the earlier years
until World Yar II caused a shortage of ammunition. Competitors came
from as far away as Gort and Ennis. Some of the "Crack" shots remembered
are Jack Moran (Glencorrib), Paddy Lowry, Joe Fair and John Divilly
(Headford) and Mick iuldoon ii.T. (Kinvara). A Mr. Costello, gamekeeper
in Ashford Castle was usually one of the judges of this event.

“Strong Han"events were always incldidad - there were Yeicht Throwing,
Sheaf-Throwing and Tug o'War competitions. The following are some
members of the local team who won the Tug o'lar event on a few
occasions: Jack Moran, ‘lattie Kennedy, Jack Kennedy, *ike Burke, Tom
Fohan, Jimmy Hyland, Billy Joyce, Tommy Biggins, Jim VYarley, Hubert
Walsh, and Mick Biggins.

Fun and Hovelty events were a part of the Sports-Day and all enjoyed

events.sqch as, Pillow Fighting cn a Cross-Bar. In 1939 "Greasy Bonham"
competition was held. It ended with all competitors slimy and oily.
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For many years Sports-Day has been an enjoyable and pleasant outing

for the whole community. MNow that we have our own Sports-Field we hope
that both young and not so young, will come and use, enjoy and respect
this great amenity.

We hope that it will continue to be a central point for the coming
together of the people and so corntinue to create the great community
spirit we are so lucky to have in Glencorrib and Kilroe.

Our Community Sports this year will be held on Sunday, June 28th. We

look forward, as in previous years, to a pleasant and enjoyable day
for all.

2. DRAIA

For many years there has been a great interest in Drama in Glencorrib.
Many local people recall great plays performed as far back as the
1920's. The Pettys, the Morans and the Hennellys were some of those
involved in those days.

In Tater years interest seemed to have waned, but when Fr. Christy Walsh
was curate in Glencorrib, and with him as producer, a revival occured

to the delight and enjoyment of all. Younger generations of Pettys

and Hennellys were involved again, with Paddy Hennelly being a Tink
with the great performers of the nast.

Some of tha groun took part in the G.A.A. "Scor Novelty Act Competition!
They were Mayo Champions on a number of occasions and in 1974 reached
the ALL IRELAND FIMAL. John Petty, Liam Tierney, and Eileen FcCarthy.
Their performance each year was keenly awaited as they were noted for
their originality and high standard of acting.

Other members who have alsc perfomed in recent years are, Angela Burke,
Mary Mullin, Geraldine Joyce, Kayv Hennelly, Helen Cary, Paddy Hennelly,
Hillie Gannon, Pete HMaye, Michael Hvland, Joe Concannon and Cormac
Duffy, znd Ger Murphy.

In this "Arm-chair and 7.V. age” we hope that the long tradition of
Drama will continue to give nleasure in our community.

3. SET__ DANCING

There has been a areat revival of Set lancing all over Ireland since
it has been included in the G.A.A. "Scor" Programme. 4e are all very
proud of the Glencorrib group of Set-Dancers, who recently won the
Set~Jancing Competition, in the Mayo County Fleadh, for the third
successive year,
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tembers of the winning group were Paddy Brennan, Pete Maye, John

Murphy, Dan Shaughnessy, “rs. Pete May, 'rs. Pat Loughlin, Therese
Collins, and Mary Geraldine Martyn. They now go forward to the Connaught
Fleadh and we wish them success in all future compnetitions.

a, BOXING

Two of our G.A.A. Members have achieved prominence with Ballinrobe
Boxing Club.

James olloy was Connaught Junior ifiddle Weight Champion in 1979 and
in 1980 received the "Club-Man of the Year" award.

Padraic Moran was Connaught Light - Heavy lleight Champion in 1977.

Both Jimmy and Padraic have represented Connaught in interprovincial
competitions.
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GLENCORRIB, MAYO, NOVELTY ACT
John Petty, Mrs. McCarthy, Liam Tierney

THE BELL
Photo shows the blessing of the bell in 1963 by the late Dr. M. Browne. The bell
was donated by James Harte Mounthenry. Also in the photo are Cannon Kyne,
Fr. R. Kelly and Fr. Whelan.
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Da OWER  BALL ALLEY

In days when Community Centres and youth facilities were few and far
between, the ball alley beside the Black River in Ower was a valuable
asset a&s a2 handball alley and meeting place. Originally built as
Hennelly's Cormnmill, it was used up to the 1870's and with slight
alterations it was turned into a2 handball alley. Players of note in
the early days included Jim Harte, Johnny Hennelly, Dr. Morris, the
Hardimans and Concannons.

Renovations were carried out in 1928 and during the 1920's and 1930's
thie proxinent hardballers included Paddy Myers, Bernard and Fursey
¥Flynu. Mattie Walsh, Bernie Dunne, Mick Molloy, Bob Murphy, Paddy
Lydon, Jce Geraghty and John N»well. Tournaments and competitions
vare held there and it was well used on Sundays and Summer evenings.

During the late 1930%s, '40's and '50's handballers such as John Molloy,
the Concarnoas, burkes, Gavveys, Tohers, Jim Keady and Pat Canavaen

came inte prominence. Datcer on in the '60's and '70's handballers at
Ower included the Sweeneys, Ceraghty’'s, Sullivans and Molloys.

In 1977 a rew floor was put in and the side walls extended. About
this time also, outdoor reaquet-ball became popular in the ball alley.
John Molloy ond Doral Carey were prominent in organizing both racquet-
ball and hguchﬂll tournements during the last few years. The handball
trerhies inciude the Micheael Hemmelly Pzvpetuael Memerial Trophy for
the best Ha*ﬁ aller. Vinmers of this include Paschal Mullin, Pat
Canavan and Sean Ieancy. The Kevin Duffy Trophy is presented to the
play 'r with the bast cervice and the Paidy Joyce Cup for the
vietoricus acviece-senior partnership.
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Racquet-b 15 very popular with notable players including Johnny and
Edward fullivan, Joe Coutinghnam, Padraig Lee, Mery Sullivan and
mrgurﬂ‘ qu.i.'oy.
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As well ez local plavers, visitcrs to the earea enjoy this well used
fa clL_Ty and Jduvrine 1677 cuo.v 120 players played Zhere.

Taere are howcver, strusrural faults with the building for use as a
ball alley and there ave Lopern that zu enclosed ball alley will be
built in the near future. A commitftee is to be formed during the
Surmer £0" fhl‘ purpcse, and ceems thav the long tradition of

benitball r Over-witl iEeaton
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B OWER BAND

The Ower Band was f{irst formed around 1860 by
Johnny Myers. It was an ll-piece "Fife and
Drum Band" consisting of 2 drum major, 3 Kettle
Drums, 4 Fifes, 2 Clarinets and a Triangle.
Later a Concertina was added. They played on
show days, election rzllies, dancing at houses

and crossroads and 'Spraoi's'. The Fife and Drum
Band continued to the 1920's when St. Fursey's

Band was formed. Collections were held and bag-
pipes were bought. Together with the old drums
the band played with great enjoyment and success
at Sports, Shows, dances and rallies, as far
afield as Castlebar and Oughterard, up to the

mid 1930's. They played traditional airs such

as 'The Wearin' of the Green' and 'The Minstrel
Boy'. The photo shows the band (with instruments)
which,for a time, was also known as 'The Highland

Pipers'.

St. Fursey's Band eventually disbanded but within
the last few years bands in Claran and Kilroe have
been keeping the musical tradition alive and

promising.
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T G.A.A.

The first steps to provide an organized team in the area began way
back in the 1920's. Our senior citizens have memories of these men.
It was then that a curate, Father Denis O'Hara organized a Tournament
for Moran's field in 1926. The teams taiking part were Glencorrib,
Fursey Gaels (winners), Cross, Caherlistrane and Clonbur.

The Ower band provided the music for the opening, having practised
in Sonny Murphy's store for the occasion, much to the delight of the
youngsters of Glencorrib who had eared in from the upper deck. All
attended the dance afterwards in Sonny's stoze. Admission one
shilling.

In the late twenties the area had a 7-a-side squad that participated
in Tournaments. In the following years much of the local footballers,
played with Shrule or Cross as both had relatively good teams, Tom
Biggins and Willie Petty and Mick Whelan distinguished themselves
playing for Cross, Will Petty was well known for his drop-kicking.

The next revival of the game on a local level took place in 1971,
when Fr. C. Walshe organized the young and the not so young in a
parish league. Eight tcams participated:

Ballynalty, Glencorzrib, Bailisnahina, Parkes
and Ballycurran, Boula and Gortbreac, Toorard-
Rostarff, Inismacatrir and Mochara.

Fifty six players tock part in the league. The games were played on
Sundays after second Mass in Petty's Field or at the school, large
crowds attended second Mass each Sunday in order to attend the ensuing
games. Dress was informal and Fr. Walshe blended in with the general
atmosphere with his trousers tuvcked inside his socks, whistle in
mouth and administered the rules impartially to his charges.

A keen olserver would have observed the devalopment of the football
boot over the years from waiching the bocus In action. The league
honours went to Bsula ond Gortrreac the first year and to the Island
the following year.

With the setting vp of the club the foliowiig year the following
officers were elected:

President: Joe Geraghty
Chairman: Tom Mohan
Secretary: Ignatius Egan

Their first championship match was played in Moran's field against
Shrule. On this occasion thz visitors battered the home side by 3
points, 1-10 to 1-7. The President of the club manned the gate for

the occasion and ccllected the princely suim of £3.50. The new club
soon made an impact and reached the South Final in 1974 only to be
beaten by Hollymount. In the same year the club enjoyed great success
with their 7-a-side squad their greatest achievement was the winning of
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the Shrule 7-a-side. The first team in the parish ever to do so in
its long history. In 1978 the team again reached the South Final
only to be bettered by their neighbours The Neale after a replay.
1979 proved to be their year of joy,on the 9th September they beat
Shrule in a derby man-final in Hollymount to take the South final
and move from Junior grade to Intermediate. It is hoped with the
provision of this excellent amenity that the club will enjoy even
greater success.

Much of the present day squad were first introduced to football in
the schools especially Kilroe where the Sullivans, Ryans, Careys,
Garveys, Geraghtys, Gannons, Sweeneys provided the school with an
unbeatable team for years. It was in later years the Glencorrib
school produced a similar wealth of football where The Floods',
Hennellys', Pa Martyn, Martin Noone, Mike Donohue, The Melletts,
Paul Joyce, Mayes', Murphys'’, Pat Biggins, Enda Kinneavy provided
a team, they won the Neal 7-a-side, Glencorrib 7-a-side, Angler's
Rest cup inone year. Mike Molloy from Kilroe also featured on
this team. Within the coming years their abilities will again be
realised and will bring titles and honours to the club as they have
done with St. Joseph's in capturing the U-16 County Championship
in 1980 and winning the Minor League final this year.
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SPECIAL  FOOTBALL PROGRAMME

2.30 pm Glencorrib v Shrule (20 mins. a side)
3.30 pm Clonbuwer v The Neale (20 mins. a side)
4.30 pm Official Opening by Mr. Martin Newell U.C.C.
5.00 pm Football Fipal (60 minutes)

6.15 pm approx. Reception for Guests in Community Centre.

10.00 pm Dance in Centre.
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TEAMS
GLENCORRIB:
Pat Fitzgerald
I. Egan, J. Egan, . Gannon,
P. Sweeney, M. Sweeney, M. Garvey,
E. Ryan, N. FEgan,
P. Hynes, J. Biggins, T. Carey,
D. 0'Sullivan, P. Moran, M. Corbett.

SHRULE :
T. Reilly,
M. Murphy, C. Cawley, D. Craddock,
S. Frehan, G. Cawley, J. Murphy,
P. Greally, M. Sheridan,
T. Gibbons, G. Walshe, P. Craddack,
T. Sheridan, E. Murphy, G. Craddack.
SUBS: S. Mortimer, P. Sheridan, T. Mullin,
D. Ronaldson, I. Duffy.
CLONBUR : 3
M. Summerville,
M. Joyce, S. Kinneavu, K. O'Sullivan,
G. Kinneavy, B. 0O'Sullivan, M. Philibin,
M. Conroy, M. Kinneavy,
G. Walshe, G. Keane, S. Jouce,
G. Keane, J. Flynn, P. Summerville,
SUBS : T. Flanagan, T. Holleran, S. Joyce,
D. Summerville, P. Summerville.
NEALE :

M. Shaughnessy,
A. Walshe, S. Walshe, P. McGrath,
R. McHugh, P. Keane, M. Morrin,
P. Walshe, S. Luskin,
J. Nalty, M. Keane, P. McGrath,
B. McGrath, P. Nalty, D. Keane.

WE WISH TO THANK MOST SINCERELY P.J. CARROLL
& CO. LTD. WHO SPONSORED THE PRIZES FOR
THIS TOURNAMENT.
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8. LADIES TNV)LVEMENT

The Local Ladies in Glencorib have played an
active pant in the communitv development. They
have held sales of wornk, cake sales, buffets etc.
in onden to naise funds.

Since the opening o4 the community centre classes
have been conducted by the Local Ladies club
including cookerny, sewing and crafts. They have
willinaly acted as hostesses at Seniorn Citizens'
parties, dances and various other Aunctions.

They are playing thein wsual active role by
caterina fon the guests at today's opening of our
Spontsfield.
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OWER BAND
Back Row L to R: Fursey Flynn, John Connor, Bernard Flynn, Michael HennellyR.I.P.,
Joe Geraghty.
Front Row L to R: Mick McGaugh R.I.P., Mick Molloy, P. J. Carroll, Mattie Walsh,
Tommy Canavan.

SOUTH MAYO JUNIOR FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS 1979
Back Row: J. Molloy, P. Egan, M. Corbett, J. Davern, |. Egan, P. Moran, J. Egan, W.
Gannon, M. Geraghty, T. Carey, J. Biggins.
Front Row: P. McTigue, T. Geraghty, C. Ruane, P. Ruane, M. Sweeney (Capt), P.
Hynes, E. Ryan, M. Garvey, P. Sweeney, A. Egan.
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